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54 [May, 

May 28th. 
Dr. Bridges in the Cbair. 

The Committee appointed at a meeting of the Society in January, to 
have such alterations made in the room adjoining the Library, as would 
adapt it to the extension of the latter, and the better accommodation of 
the books, reported that they had performed that duty according to the 
plan submitted to the Society, and that said room was now ready for 
the reception of the books. 

Mr. J. D. Sergeant read a memorial, praying that a geologist be at- 
tached to the party accompanying the commissioners appointed to 
survey the boundary of Mexico, and moved that copies signed by the 
officers of the Academy be forwarded to both Houses of Congress; which 
was agreed to. 

Dr. Zantzinger offered the following, which was adopted : Resolved, 
That the thanks of the Society be tendered to Henry Bond Dewey, Esq., 
of Para, Brazil, for the elegant collection of insects from that country, 
presented by him at the last meeting. (See page 61.) 

ELECTION. 

Clement Biddle, Jr., Esq., of Philadelphia, and Mr. Samuel G. 
Bosengarten, of Philadelphia, were elected Members ; and Henry Bond 
Dewey, Esq., of Brazil, was elected a Correspondent of the Academy. 



June <Lth. 
Dr. Carson in the Chair. 

On leave granted, Mr. Vaux, on behalf of Dr. Morton, offered the 
following resolutions: 

Resolved, That this Society has learned with sincere regret, the death 
of their esteemed and venerable fellow member, Alexander Maclure, 
at New Harmony, in Indiana, on the 9th of April last. 

Resolved, That his name should be indelibly recorded in the annals 
of our Institution, as well for his various personal benefactions, as for 
his faithful and literal fulfilment of those most important objects which 
his brother, William Maclure, had designed, but did not live to accom- 
plish. 

Resolved, That we further cherish the memory of Alexander Ma- 
clure for the moral excellence of his character, his exacting probity, 
and his practical benevolence. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Vaux read from the North American and United States Gazette, 
the following printed letter relating to the death of Dr. William 
Gambel.* 

* Dr. Gambel's death was announced at a former meeting of the Academy, 
but the information was not sufficiently authentic to authorize any action on 
the subject by the Academy. 
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Correspondence of the N, American and XT. S. Gazette. 

Mountain House, Alta California, "1 
March 25th, 1850. J 

Messrs. Editors, — I trust you will pardoa the liberty I take in offering to the 
citizens of Philadelphia, through your valuable paper, a tribute to the memory of 
an eminent and worthy Philadelphian, who has fallen in this wild and far-off 
country. I refer to the death of Dr. 'William Gambel, former Secretary of the 
Academy of Natural Sciences of your city, who left for California in the spring 
of 1849, taking the overland route, to collect specimens illustrating the natural 
history of the Far West, and to explore, to some extent, the prominent geological 
features of the country between the Eocky Mountains and the Great Sierra 
Nevada. He went from Independence to the upper crossing of the Kansas with 
a small company of gentlemen frQm Georgia, Florida, and Virginia. After which 
his company joined Indiana Company, No. 1, of which I had command, and with 
us he continued until we reached Fort Kearney, on the Great Platte. There he 
separated from us and joined a company commanded by Capt. Boon, of Kentucky, 
which followed the trail opened by Capt. Hudspeth's company, crossing the 
Sierra near the head of Sacramento valley. The trials of this rugged route across 
fearful mountains and great deserts proved too much for the Doctor's constitution, 
and on reaching his destination in California, he was seized with typhoid fever, of 
which he died. He had collected during his journey a large number of rare and 
interesting specimens, by which he had added largely to the rich store of know- 
ledge he had previously gained. His loss is as sad as it is premature, and he 
sleeps in peace beneath the towering pines which cluster on a sunny hill-side 
stretching up from the bright waters of the Rio del Plumos. He has departed 
early, but not unhonored, and though the afflicting dispensation will fall heavily 
on those to whom he was endeared by ties of relationship or friendship, yet their 
consolation will be strong in the knowledge that he fell in the midst of his hon- 
orable pursuit of knowledge, and the earnest and zealous unfolding of his natural 
and acquired gifts. Philadelphia owes to his memory a lasting tribute of respect 
for his science, virtue, worth, talent, and energy. 

Very Bespectfully yours, 

D..B. Woods. 

Mr. Vaux then offered on the part of Dr. Morton, the following re- 
solutions, which were unanimously adopted, and the Recording Secre- 
tary was directed to send a copy of the same to the family of the 
deceased. 

Resolved, That this Society has learned with deep regret, of the de- 
cease of their esteemed associate, Dr. William Gambel, in California on 
the 13th December last. 

Resolved, That we cherish for Dr. Gambel the highest sentiments of 
respect and regard, not only for his extensive and accurate attainments 
in Botany and Ornithology, but also for the excellence of his heart, 
his amiable manners, and his many virtues. 

Resolved, That we regard his untimely death in a distant land as a 
painful bereavement to private friendship, and a misfortune to the inter- 
ests of science. 



ERRATA IN VOL. V. 

Page 34, line 16 from bottom, for Zenker read Zenker. 
" 22, " 10 " top. for February read August. 
" 55, " 23, " bottom, for Plumus read Plumos. 
•117, " 16 «' " for Vol. 6 read Vol. 4. 

" 154, " 12 " top, for necessarily read unnecessarily. 
•■ 157,- " 4 " bottom, for Heidinger read llaidinger. 
••169, " 10 " top, for Dikoj read Dijak, 
" 209, " 7 " " for isoseoles read isoscels. 
" 20',', " 10 " " for joints read points. 
•'210, " 5 " bottom, for papulus read Passalus. 
" 210, " 4 " " for gulns read Julus, 
"212, " 21 " " for 8 read 13, and for 34 read 54. 
"224, " 10 and 11 from bottom, for Aspidagaster read Aspidogasler. 
" 227, " 2 from bottom, insert John H, Brinton. 
" 256, " 5 '* " for Sowerly read Sowerby. 
"259, " 13 " " for Statisque read Slatistiqae. 
" 275, " 10 " top, for Longstreth read LangstrolU. 
" 276, " 19 " •' for robuslum read ptiscum. 
"■ 276, " 23 " " for i. J read i. f, 
"276,, " 2 " bottom, before "by" insert "read." 
"295, " 8 " top, for were read are. 
"296, " 5 " " for Silliquaria read Sigi/laria t 
"297,' " 13 " "• for Ireland read Iceland. 
" 297, bottom line, for Aretos read maritimus. 
" 301, line 21 from bottom, for cinqe read cinque. 
" 345, top line, for puncticollis read porkollis. 
" 357, line 21 from top, for Coaco read Cocoa- 
•' 357, "11 " bottom, for Borneo read yl/n'cu. 
" 357, bottom line, for Fiuns read Finns, 



